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The conflicts and fusion of Europe— American
culture in the portrait of a lady

ZHANG Shao—en,LIU Feng—ru, WANG Yan—fei
(College of Arts,Hebei University of Engineering, Handan 056038 ,China)

Abstract : In The Portrait of a Lady Henry James describe an independent and innocent American girl who expe-
rienced a lot in Europe, In novel we can find the heroine’s anxiety for European culture. Through the descrip-
tion of the two continents,the writer attempt to combine the advantages of two cultures: combination of Amer-
icans’nobility independence and Europeans’intelligence; Americans’ innocence and Europeans’sophistication ,

so as to realize the merger of two cultures

Key words: American and European culture;conflict; fusion





