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An analysis of Hawthorne’ s symbolism in the scarlet letter

GUO Rui - fang,ZHANG Chun - hui
(Arts Colloge, Hebei Engineering University, Handan 056038 ,China)

Abstract : Nathaniel Hawthorne is considered one of the. greatest novelists in the history of American literature. In his
masterpiece The Scarlet Letter he skillfully used symbolism, which not only gives the various things and phenomena a
deeper evel of meaning,but also gives an exiremely rich connotation to the four main characters’ names. This paper will
focus on the names of Hester Prynne , Arthur Dimmesdale , Roger Chillingworth and Pearl , trYing to analyze and interpret

the symbolism.
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