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The historical dimension in Hume’s philosophy

WEN Hong-tao
(Department Of Philosophy, Fudan University ,Shanghai  200433,China)

Abstract:The philosophical researches on Hume often focus on the interpretation of his standpoint as

empiricism with psychological tendency, while usually overlook his status as a historian. Thus, the historicity

and historical consciousness in Hume’s philosophy are not adequately valued. Therefore, this paper endeavors to

discover and display the historical consciousness in his philosophy through the reinterpretation of his works, the

way of which could be deemed as a new dimension to deepen the understanding of Hume’s philosophy.

Key words: empiricism; impression and ideal; historical awareness





