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I want to give you some advices on the English
lessons next semester. I hope you can let us take more
listening and speaking exercises. And I hope you can
give us more chances to talk with you. I know you
come from America, *so I think your English will help
us no longer to speak Chinese English. I want to learn

LcI

want to” , “I hope you can”, “you can” I think that”

“I want to” , “I hope you can”,

some customs of America. You can teach us the history ~ “youcan”  “I think(that)”
of the USA. I think we are interested in it. That is all.
1
You can I want to I hope you can I think that
BAWE(subcorpus) 21 56 75 80
CwWC 83 119 124 146
r 45.6 31.7 19.3 28.8
P P<0.005 P<0.005 P<0.005 P<0.005
to speak Chinese English.
“I want to” , “I hope you 3. *Why do thousands of people wanna be more
can”, “youcan” ‘I think that” beautiful?

““It might be suggested that...”, “I am wondering if
you could possibly do ...” , “Would you mind if...”, “Is
it all right to...”, “It would be better to...”, “Is it
possible to...” (sentence
builders) , ,

1.*So there is a question, when we take phones to
the class, should we turn off them?
2. * so I think your English will help us no longer

1,2

Ellis, 2008 ; Kennedy |,

2008
(Ellis 2003: 63-103)
“ ”{Schmitt  2000:
102)
It+ be(v.)+ adj.+ to do sth.,
““adj.”” difficult, easy,

interesting, challenging
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An empirical research on the sentence-building chunks used by Chinese
non-English major college students

CHEN Qing
(Tianjin University of Science and Technology, Tianjin 300222,China)

Abstract: This essay aims to do an empirical research on the sentence-building chunks used by Chinese
non-English major college students. The comparison of the frequency and the use of some chunks, which are from
composition corpora of Chinese non-English major college students and British college students, indicates a
significant difference in the usage of sentence-building chunks. The statistics reveal that the output by Chinese
college students is less characterized by standard written language and with oralness tendency. Besides the problem
of weak register awareness, there also exists the problem of interlingual transfer resulting in improper collocation.
This study also analyzes the pedagogy implication.

Key words: sentence-building chunks; empirical study; non-English major



