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Regulation and Virtue

Hume’s two-dimensional view of justice

WEN Hong-tao
(College of Politics and Administration, Chang’an University, Xi’an 710064, China)

Abstract: In Hume’s political philosophy, the concept of justice is divided into two levels, i.e. justice as regulation

and justice as virtue. The former level is concerned and studied a lot, yet the latter seems to be out of spotlight for a

long time, thus the true sense of justice as virtue slipped away and it causes a serial of misunderstanding. Hence, a

further analysis and clarification on Hume’s two-dimensional view of justice is essential for us to comprehend his

political philosophy accurately.
Key words: Justice; Virtue; political philosophy; Hume



