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(1) a. Later John dismantled the house. (K
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b. She said nothing to me about it.
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(3) a.They saw a snake in the grass. (%)

b. John likes Lily. . (&)
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d. The cat is on the mat. (M)

e. There is only a student in the classroom.
(f78)

f. John is like his father. (L)
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(5) a. John made Mary clean the classroom.

(4) a. His name is Jack.
b. Sahara is desert.

c. She is very happy.



96 e TR K 2 % ik Gl 2 B2 RO

54

b. Mary got the ball into the net.

c. The cook thickened the sauce.
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On the English transitivity based on light verb theory

ZHANG Hua', QI Ming-zhen®
(1. Weifang University, Weifang 261061, China; 2. Shandong Drug and Food Vocational College, Weihai 264200, China )

Abstract:This paper tries to make a classification of process types, participants and the meanings and argument
structure of processes based on the light verb theory to make the classification of transitivity more reasonable.
Based on the light verb theory, it is found that (1) all clauses are transitive; (2) each process is a match of form and
meanings; (3) the transitivity is clausal, not verbal; (4) the formal description of the processes is helpful for the

computer processing.
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