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On the Innovation of Civil Compensation Liability in Motor Vehicle Traffic

Accidents: From Supplementary to Punitive Compensation
LIU Qingsheng, ZHAN Shiqgiang
(School of Law, Fuzhou University , Fuzhou 350108, China)

Abstract: The supplementary compensation has always been adopted in civil compensation for motor vehicle traffic
accidents due to the improper consideration of the subjective and objective factors. With regard to subjective factors,
the fault degree of all parties should be distinguished, that is, the difference between intention and negligence and

the difference between general and gross negligence. Accordingly, the principle of fault liability should be fully ad-
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hered to in terms of the principle of attribution, thus conforming to the basic concept that individuals should be liable
for damages caused by their own actions. As for objective factors, the damage caused by motor vehicle traffic acci-
dent should not be differentiated through damage types but the damage degree, namely, minor damage, general dam-
age, and major damage. Therefore, taking both subjective and objective factors into account, this paper proposes
that punitive damages should be introduced into the liability for motor vehicle traffic accidents, and a compensation
structure combining supplementary and punitive damages should be established.

Key Words: motor vehicles;traffic accident;civil compensation ; punitive damages



