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A Study of the Wulu School of Poets
LIU Qiubin
(School of Arts & Law, Hebei University of Engineering, Handan 056038, China)

Abstract; The Wulu school of poets, which gets its name from Wulu Poetry Collection compiled by Gao Huanyuan,
refers to the poets who lived in or nearby Daming in the early Qing Dynasty. Most of them were born in families with
official ranks and became the so-called offical poets after they got their government posts through the imperial exami-
nation. They enjoyed their close relationship which was based on family ties, marriage, alumni net and so on. In
this sense, they constituted a large group of poets. With a natural geographic connection, they created many poems
when reading, travelling and biding farewell. Yuan You, Gao Huanyuan and Dou Lingi are the representatives with
the highest achievements. However, the thoughts and content of their poems fail to touch upon the in-depth part of
the society due to the taboo of their times or their narrow horizon. Besides, the ethnic and class conflicts during the
transition between the Ming and Qing Dynasties are rarely reflected in their poems. In addition, there are seldom re-
flections on history and criticism of the reality in their poems, which typically lack their own artistic features. Never-
theless, this group of poets, local officials and traveling poets inspired and encouraged each other and promoted the
poetic prosperity of Daming in the early Qing Dynasty.

Key Words: Wulu school of poets;members ;poetic activity ;representive poets ;reasons for prosperity



