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Reflections on the Compilation of Literature Theory Textbooks

As Knowledge Production
LI Hui'?
(1. School of Arts, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang,Hebei 050000, China;
2. School of Arts, Handan College, Handan,Hebei 056000, China)

Abstract: The compilation of university textbooks often marks the establishment of a new knowledge production sys-
tem and discipline model, as well as the beginning of an innovation and a new order. As a special mode of knowl-
edge production, the textbook of literary theory is not only a concrete carrier of theoretical knowledge but bears the
social function of spreading knowledge. There are differences between literary-theory textbooks and academic works
in terms of knowledge production and narration, which determines the particularity of literary-theory textbooks in the
process of knowledge production. Since the 20" century, the knowledge production of literature-theory textbooks has
undergone different stages. The change of knowledge production concept and research mode in the post-modern con-
text has brought about new features of knowledge production of literature-theory textbooks. Accordingly, the reflec-
tion on the status quo of the knowledge production via literary-theory textbooks is also a reflection on the new prob-
lems emerging in the current research of literary theory.

Key Words: theory of literature ; textbooks ; anti-essentialism



