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Definition and Judicial Recognition of Economic Subordination in

Platform Employment Relationship

DING Liang, ZHANG Tian
(School of Humanities and Law, Northeast Forestry University, Harbin, Heilongjiang 150040, China)

Abstract ; Digital economy innovates labor forms and weakens the interpretation function of traditional economic de-
pendent standards, which is no longer enough to support the judicial organs to define labor relations on platforms. As
a result, the judicial confirmation of labor relations between platforms and workers falls into difficulty, and there ex-
ists a dilemma in protecting the rights and interests of workers on platforms with judicial relief. Although the tradi-
tional identification standard of subordination has been broken through, the labor nature of the combination of labor
force and means of production has not changed in platforms’ production process. Therefore, based on the perspec-
tive of Marxist political economics, we should explore the basic theory of labor dependent capital, construct the new
era connotation of economic subordination through data information and algorithm technology, and make economic
subordination become an important criterion for judicial organs to judge the existence of labor relations, so as to pro-
vide beneficial suggestions for protecting the labor rights and interests of vulnerable groups on the platform and reali-
zing social substantive equality.

Key Words: platform employment relationship ; economic subordination ;data information ; algorithm technology



